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 198      .	Clothmaking
fame. Scarlet cloth, dyed if not actually made on the
spot, was bought in Lincoln for the king in 1182 at the
prodigious price of 6s. 8d. the ell, about £7 in modern
money. At the same time ' blanket' cloth and green
say cost 35*. the ell, and grey say is. 3d.1 Thirty years
later the importance of the trade is indicated by the
inclusion in Magna Carta of a section fixing the breadth
of 4 dyed cloths, russets, and halbergetts ' at two ells
'within the lists'.2 Infringements of the 'assize of
cloth ' were of constant occurrence, and were amongst
the matters inquired into by the justices holding ' pleas
of the Crown '; for instance, in Kent, in 1226, some
thirty merchants and clothiers are presented as offenders
in this respect.3 Henry III at the beginning of his reign,
in May 1218, had ordered that any cloths of less than
•two ells breadth exposed for sale should be forfeited,4
but this order was not to take effect before Christmas
so far as burels made by the men of London, Marlborough,
and Bedwin (Wilts) were concerned, and in 1225 the
citizens of London were exempted from keeping the
assize, provided their burels were not made narrower
than they used to be.5 In 1246 the sheriff of London was
ordered to buy one thousand ells of cheap burel to give
to the poor ; 6 and in 1250 we find the king discharging
an outstanding bill of £155 due to a number of London
burellers, whose names are recorded ; 7 amongst them
1 Pipe R., 28 Hen. II.'
z The ' list' is the strip of selvage at the edge of the cloth.
3 Assize R., 358.	* Pat., 2 Hen. Ill, m. 4, 2.
5 Pat., 9 Hen. Ill, m. 5.
0 Lib. R., 30 Hen. Ill: some years earlier cloth to be distributed
at Worcester had been bought at Oxford.    Lib. R. 17 Hen. III.
7 Lib. R., 35 Hen. Ill, m. 17.

